
 

 

 

  

Year 6 Visual Literacy Tasks 

Activities 

 

Every year, as part of the Take One Picture 

programme, the National Gallery invites primary 

schools nationwide to focus on one of their 

paintings and to respond creatively to its themes 

and subject matter, historical context or 

composition.  

This week is ‘Art Week’ so we are going to 

look at some famous paintings which can be 

found in the National Gallery.  

 

Task 1: For the 2019 exhibition, schools responded to Joseph Wright of 

Derby's 'An Experiment on a Bird in the Air Pump'. Click on the link below 

to see some of the children’s amazing artwork:  

https://www.nationalgallery.org.uk/exhibitions/past/take-one-picture-

2019/works-in-the-exhibition 

Which response did you like best and why?  

 
Task 2: How to read a painting. 

Take One Picture 2021 will focus on The 

Battle of San Romano by Paolo Uccello 

(pictured opposite). Click on the link 

below to see a larger version.  

 

 

https://www.nationalgallery.org.uk/paintings/paolo-uccello-the-battle-of-

san-romano 

Jump in - imagine jumping into the frame. Explore in front of the painting, 

behind it, around it. What would they see, hear, smell, feel? When is this 

painting set? Who is fighting? Why might they be fighting? 

Take a walk - let your eyes take a walk around the picture. Look at the 

top, bottom, foreground/closest thing to them, background/what is far 

away, the people/objects 

Describe and imagine -ask someone else in your household to be your 

partner (person A and person B). Ask A to close their eyes or have their 

back to the painting while B has their eyes open, facing the painting. B 

describes the painting for A to imagine. 

Take a mental photo - you are going to have the time you count to 10 to 

look at the painting as closely as possible and try to remember as much as 

you can. Write down everything you can remember. Now, look at the 

painting and check your list. Did you remember everything? 

 

https://www.nationalgallery.org.uk/exhibitions/past/take-one-picture-2019
https://www.nationalgallery.org.uk/exhibitions/past/take-one-picture-2019/works-in-the-exhibition
https://www.nationalgallery.org.uk/exhibitions/past/take-one-picture-2019/works-in-the-exhibition


  

  Task 3: Igniting discussion. Look even more carefully at the painting and 

answer the following questions:  

• Which person or people do you think are the most important?  

• Where do you think the artist wants us to look? 

• Tell me about the people in the painting? 

• What are the relationship(s) between the people in the painting? 

• What is similar or different about certain people? 

• What might each character in the painting be saying/thinking? 

• What would you do if…? 

• Tell me about the place in the painting? 

• What else in the picture might be important? 

• What might be happening in the picture? 

• What words could we use to describe the mood/atmosphere? 

• What do you think might be the message or theme? 

• What do you think is the viewpoint of the artist?  

• What title would you give the painting? 

 

Task 4: Comprehension questions  

Reread the electronic booklet that outlines how different schools 

approached Take One Picture 2019 and answer the following questions:  

https://www.nationalgallery.org.uk/exhibitions/past/take-one-picture-

2019/works-in-the-exhibition 

 

• Which school created Fantasy Machine Blueprints? 

 

• Circle the word closest in meaning to ‘distorted’. (p6) 

out-of-shape   dull   bright   detailed 

 

• Why did the children not like the fact that the bird in the painting 

was in a cage? (P8/9) 

 

• How do you think the bird felt inside the cage? (p12/13) 

 

• Explain what is meant by urban parakeets. (p16/17) 

 

• Why might the children have thought that the moon was haunting? 

(p26/27) 

 

• Why might the wings of a bird symbolise freedom? (p28/29)  

 

 

 

https://www.nationalgallery.org.uk/exhibitions/past/take-one-picture-2019/works-in-the-exhibition
https://www.nationalgallery.org.uk/exhibitions/past/take-one-picture-2019/works-in-the-exhibition


 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

  
 

 

 

 

 



 


