
 

 

This week your literacy work is linked to a short animation called ‘The 

Alchemist’s Letter’.   https://vimeo.com/125527643 

Monday 22nd June - VIPERS – visual literacy 

Watch the opening 45 seconds (up until we see ‘The Alchemist’s Letter’: 

What do Alchemist’s do? (share a dictionary definition) 

Why does the film maker include this section before the titles?  

What is the film going to be about? 

Pause the film after the phrase, ‘The more powerful the machine.’: 

What relationship between the narrator and the man we can see?  

What is the man’s name?  

What has his father left behind?    Where is his father?  

Why do you think he has left it behind?  

Do you think Veridian has seen his father recently? 

Pause at 2 mins 43 When the young Veridian throws away the pocket watch. 

What does the narrator mean when he says, “because of the creature I was becoming?” 

Does the author actually mean he was physically changing? 

Who is sat under the tree with the pink leaves? 

What do you think he is thinking before he throws the watch? 

Why does he throw the watch away? 

Pause the film after the word Nicholas at 3 mins 22 secs 

What is the narrator’s name?  

What is the thing that matters the most?  

What is interesting about the way the last section of the letter is written? “Now I 

understand what matters the most. Love. Your father Nicholas” or “Now I understand 

what matters the most. Love your father, Nicholas.”  

At the end of the film 

Why doesn’t Veridian take any of the coins?    Does he take anything with him?  

Why has the laughter been included in the closing credits? What does it show?  

 

 

Year 6 English 

Challenges 

Incredible Inventors! 



 Tuesday 23rd June - discussion and text analysis 

What makes a good setting description? Read the setting description 

below. Why is it effective? What techniques has the author used?  

Pirate Setting Description.  

My eyes stung immediately from the bitter-sweet odour of alcohol 

which hung in the stale air. Rum. A silvery, sharpened shard of glass 

reflected a dagger of light towards me as I nervously shifted my 

position. A chandelier, which hung carelessly from the uneven 

ceiling, sent the light in discriminate directions, cutting through 

the foreboding cloak of darkness. Two once-colourful feathers lay 

abandoned, gathering dust under a disused perch. To my left, a 

forlorn flag lay folded over a driftwood stool and an oversized 

jacket, as black as the depth of night, had been dropped 

haphazardly to the floor beside a makeshift bed. The wind sang 

softly as it swirled through the splintered shutters. Then a roar. A 

roar like thunder shook the room to its very core.  Onto the sodden 

ground, a shutter fell from its rotten hinges. Spinning round, I froze. 

Transfixed. There before me, a blood-soaked sword silently lay. 

What story did it have to tell? As I slowly backed away, beads of 

sweat formed on my upper lip; my hands trembled uncontrollably;  

my heart began to race.  I knew one thing for sure. I did not want 

any part in that story.  

 

Use coloured pencils or pens to find examples of the following 

techniques: 

• Single word sentences 

• Rhetorical questions 

• Simile 

• Metaphor 

• Personification 

 

Visit BBC Bitesize for a quick reminder about simile, metaphor and 

personification. 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zfkk7ty/articles/z9tkxfr 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zfkk7ty/articles/zw9p8mn 

 

 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zfkk7ty/articles/z9tkxfr
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zfkk7ty/articles/zw9p8mn


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Wednesday 24th June – writing a setting description 

Imagine that some time after Veridian left, you were walking 

through the woods and noticed that the cottage door was 

swinging open. This tempted you to take a look inside. Write 

your own setting description.  

Remember to create a great setting description you must: 

• take your character on a journey through the setting 

• use your senses 

• use carefully chosen vocabulary and figurative language 

 

Always plan first. Watch the animation again and pause where 

you need to, making notes about the setting.  

 

 

 

  

 



 

 

Thursday 25th June – writing a letter 

Imagine that you are Veridian. Write a letter back to his father.  

 

 

Things you may want to include: 

• Comment upon the most precious memories he left for you 

to discover and how this made you feel. 

• Explain to him why you ran away. 

• Describe your daughter to him 

• Explain to him how you felt when you saw the machine use 

your father’s most precious memories to create gold.  

• Explain why you did not take the gold or tell anyone about 

the machine. 

Dearest father, … 

 

 

 


